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On the morning of 31 October, the Australian battalions were concentrated in th€
most fiercely contested area of the whote batttefietd. During the earty hours of 1
November, 24th brlgade took over command of the forward units and the 2/28th and
2/43rd battations retieved the 2/24th and 2/48th battations. At midday, a maior
enemy assault by tanks with aerial and artitlery support commenced and con$nued
throughout the atternoon and wetl into the night. tt did not die down untit 2.30 am
on 2 November which was ninety minutes after the tong awaited break-orrt Operation
supercharge had opened with an intense artittery barrage.

From the night of 26 Odober 1942 when the Austratians started their drive
northwards and brought the whole weight of the Africa Corps against them,
Montgomery had been regrouping his forces to create a res€rve for the break-out. On
2 November, with the Axis reserves coicentrated agajnst the 9th Division,
Lfontgomery made his thrust through the bridgehead ori8ina[y secu.ed by the 9th
Division on the opening night of the batfle. The Germans did not br€ak imrhediatety
but the overwhetming Briti5h aedal and armoured strcngth ensured succ6s. Rommel
first gave the order to retreat on the evening of 2 November, cancelled the order
when Hitler directly intervened and finatty restaned hls withdrawat on the night of
3/4 November. On 5 November, the 9th Divisioo found the enemy gone from its front
and having fought the last Austratian battte in North Africa returned home in earty
1943. The victorious 8th Amy was unabte to seize the opportunity of cutting off and
capturing a sizeable prcportion of Rommets force and lt was not until t3 fiay 1943
that Nonh Africa was cleared of enemy forces.

The 8th Afiny casualties were 13,500 kitted, wounded or missing. About 27,OOO
prisoners were taken, 450 tanks destr€/ed or abandoned and much <uipment
CaptuleO. fte 9th Aurtralhn oivieion lM betwen 2l octobe. and a November tota[.d t,69{, inctudinl
620 d.ad, 194,4 wdided and 130 t {.n pntser, Churchilt tn IlF S€.ond World War std the maffttri@nt drtve
bw6.d5 the(6t by the 

^usr6l'am. 
.( hFrcd by cebsetes brrrer frdltrn9, $ung rhewhol. b.rG in r.vourot

the Bdtinr. I dtgomery's Cht.l of stafi, Sn francra de clingand eid in Openri@ Victorv of the AB$atian
tn.dt toM.d5 the cett:

I think this area saw the most determined and savage fighting of the campaign, No
quarter was given, and the Australians fought sorne of the finest German trooDs ln
welt-prepared positions to a standstill, and by their action did a great deal to win
t'le battte of Et Alamein.
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DIRECTORATE OF WAR GRAVES SERVICES
VICTORIA IAiRACKA. 3I  KILDA iOA9. MILIOURNE

CITY ADDRESS:

3O7 ELIZABETH ST..
MELBOURNE. CI

22nd, August,  1946.

Dear Mr.  Bromhead,

grave of
who was

Enclosed herewit_h_is a photograph of  the
the late Pte. J.S. BR01,4IIEAD;

laid.  to rest  in the l lo l iopol is Mi l .  Cernotery,

The Cross depicted in th is phot,ograph is a
temporary memorial  on1y, and. wi l l  be replaced by a
permanent memoriar af ter  the cessat ion of  host i l i t ies.
?tr€|.dssign -for t,hlo perfiafie
decided upon, but you may be assured that i t  wi l l  be in
keeping with the gal lant  saor i f iee of  our men.

Special  uni ts,  whose duty i t  is  to keep al l
war Graves in good. order for  a l l  t ime, have been formed.,
and I  t rust  that  i t  wi l l  be some consolat ion to you to
know that the grave of  your roved one wir l  be oareful ly
maintained in a manner bef i t t ing one who has given his
l i fe in the service of  the A11ied Cause.

The Staf f  of  the Directorat ,e Join r i th me in
expressing synpathy in your sad loss,  and.,  should you
desire to make any enquir iesr Xou may be assured that,
they wi l l  receive immediate at tent ion.

Yours fa i thful ly,

J -- t /  /
,/^ (t . H. cH/'rn[.r|,N )

\norffmf,srq
Dtrect ,or
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Foundution*n ,we,wl:1ry:i.
H i s kangaroo ffi@M,V*'#i.'W44',b. ji

ss a young Spitjire Filot on Malta in 1943.
w;,'Bffish ground crew memhen Mr Bromhead recalls

the diffrcatty A*:&l$,,|i .',.* fii"'kangaroo looks like to someone who had never
seen the 'real thing'. 
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