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On the morning of 31 October, the Australian battalions were concentrated in the
most fiercely contested area of the whole battlefield. During the early hours of 1
November, 24th brigade took over command of the forward units and the 2/28th and
2/43rd battalions relieved the 2/24th and 2/48th battalions. At midday, a major
enemy assault by tanks with aerial and artillery support commenced and continued
throughout the afternoon and well into the night. It did not die down until 2.30 am
on 2 November which was ninety minutes after the long awaited break-out Operation

Supercharge had opened with an intense artillery barrage.

From the night of 26 October 1942 when the Australians started their drive
northwards and brought the whole weight of the Africa Corps against them,
Montgomery had been regrouping his forces to create a reserve for the break-out. On
2 November, with the Axis reserves concentrated against the 9th Division,
Montgomery made his thrust through the bridgehead originally secured by the 9th
Division on the opening night of the battle. The Germans did not break immediately
but the overwhelming British aerial and armoured strength ensured success. Rommel
first gave the order to retreat on the evening of 2 November, cancelled the order
when Hitler directly intervened and finally restarted his withdrawal on the night of
3/4 November. On 5 November, the 9th Division found the enemy gone from its front
and having fought the last Australian battle in North Africa returned home in early
1943. The victorious 8th Army was unable to seize the opportunity of cutting off and
capturing a sizeable proportion of Rommel's force and it was not until 13 May 1943

that North Africa was cleared of enemy forces.

The 8th Army casualties were 13,500 killed, wounded or missing. About 27,000
prisoners were taken, 450 tanks destroyed or abandoned and much equipment
captured. The 9th Australian Division losses between 23 October and 4 November totalled 2,694, including

620 dead, 1944 wounded and 130 taken prisoner. Churchill in The Second World War said the magnificent drive
towards the coast by the Australians, achieved by ceaseless bitter fighting, swung the whole battle in favour of
the British. Montgomery's Chief of Staff, Sir Francis de Guingand said in Operation Victory of the Australian

thrust towards the coast:

I think this area saw the most determined and savage fighting of the campaign. No
quarter was given, and the Australians fought some of the finest German troops in
well-prepared positions to a standstill, and by their action did a great deal to win

the battle of EL Alamein.
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TELEPHONES:
MXY 440
CENTRAL 1102
CENTRAL 1103

EDB DIRECTORATE OF WAR GRAVES SERVICES
VICTORIA BARRACKS, ST KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE
CITY ADDRESS:
Quote in 307 ELIZABETH ST.,
Reply AG 14/ MELBOURNE, C1

Zzend August, 1946,

Dear Mr., Bromhead,

Enclosed herewith is a photograph of the
grave of the late Pte, J.S. BROMHEAD,

who was laid to rest in the Hbllopolls Mil. Cemetery,

The Cross depicted in this photograph is a
temporary memorial only, and will be replaced by a
permanent memorial after the cessation of hostllltles
T — 15" 2T 8 e} S Y T T p 3 0§D
decided upon, but you may be assured that it will be in
keeping with the gallant sacrifice of our men.

Special units, whose duty it is to keep all
War Graves in good order for all time, have been formed,
and I trust that it will be some consolatlon to you to
know that the grave of your loved one will be carefully
maintained in a manner befitting one who has given his
life in the service of the Allied Cause.

The Staff of the Directorate join with me in
expressing sympathy in your sad loss, and, should you
desire to make any enquiries, you may be assured that
they will receive immediate attention.

Yours faithfully,

%/Q/‘ \/\/\_/d/‘J/(’ c//
7

A(J. H. CHAPMAN)
XKEXXE XXBRENIX

Director
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Foundation member, William “Bob’’ Bromhead as a young Spitfire Pilot on Malta in 1943.
His kangaroo mascot was painted by a British ground crew member. Mr Bromhead recalls
the difficulty he had explaining what a kangaroo looks like to someone who had never
seen the ‘real thing .




